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Village Learning Circles (VLCs)

Students of Telangana Social and Tribal Welfare Residential Educational Institutions
Societies (TSWREIS & TTWREIS) have risen to the occasion during the challenging
times of corona pandemic by converting an adversity into an opportunity. Students
themselves started a revolution in Telangana’s rural villages and tribal areas by
launching Village Learning Circles (VLCs) to promote continuity of studies while
schools remain closed in lockdown times. The VLCs are being operated from homes,
panchayat offices, churches, schools, religious places and other makeshift learning
centres. Students with good communication and teaching skills take up the role of
teachers and impart education to their younger schoolmates and peers in his/her
village. Five to ten students per VLC attend the classes for two to three hours
everyday. Setting up of VLCs would pave the way for bridging the learning gap and
beating digital deprivation in the challenging times of covid 19. This ground-breaking
initiative will go a long way in ensuring continuity of studies of poor students in rural
and remote tribal hamlets in lockdown times. Poor can’t suffer learning gap in the
218t century and the VLCs would serve as ideal platforms for poor and
underprivileged children to keep up with their studies, despite lack of resources like

smartphones, internet connectivity, laptops, etc.

Setting up of Village Learning Circles (VLCs)
1. Identification of a suitable place like Grampanchayat office, schools, community
centres, church compounds, temple grounds, houses, etc., in consultation with public
representatives, village sarpanch, parents and community members
2. Minimum 5 students and maximum 10 students per Village Learning Circle
(VLC)
3. Preparation of a timetable with 2-3 hours of teaching schedule per day
4. Maintenance of student attendance register
5. Students from classes 6" to Degree level with good communication and teaching
skills who have competency in a particular subject, should be entrusted with teaching
responsibilities.
6. Student teachers preferably be well acquainted with use of smartphones
7. Provision of chalk pieces, hanging boards, dusters, smartphone, pen drive, safe
drinking water, electric power, mats, tables, etc.
8. Enlisting the support of village sarpanch, community members, parents,
philanthropists, NGOs and volunteers in arranging basic furniture to successfully run

a village learning circle



9. Ensure free supply of government textbooks to all students.. Help of
Sarpanches, parents, public representatives and philanthropists can be taken in
procuring library books.

10. Students should be encouraged to conduct simple scientific experiments to get
hands-on-experience. Homework and assignments should be given to enhance
students’ learning abilities

11. Subject teachers from both government and private institutions should be
involved in helping students in the preparation of teaching learning materials (TLMs).
Teachers need to regularly guide and mentor student teachers in pedagogical
methods to be followed considering different categories of students and their
learning abilities

12. Conduct of fun filled activities and competitions like English-Plus Clubs, quiz,
spell bee, riddles, poetry, art & craft, essay writing, story telling, etc to keep students
active and energetic and enhance their intellectual, communication, enquiry and
analytical capabilities/skills

13. Regular motivation of students by parents, community members and friends to
attend the Village Learning Circle

14. Regular monitoring of Village Learning Circles by parents, community members,
elected representatives and local teachers.

15. Conduct of English Plus Club activities (E-Plus club activities) wherein students
are encouraged to speak in English freely on a particular topic aimed at making

students excellent speakers of English

16. Covid 19 Safety Protocols
1. Hand sanitizer
2. Face masks
3. Physical Distancing (Minimum six feet distance)
4. Soap and hand washing facilities ( hand washing with soap for 20 seconds)
5. Cleaning of premises, blackboards, tables, washrooms, etc., everyday with
disinfectants
6. Provision of safe drinking water
7. Encouraging students and parents to take a highly nutritious diet (eggs,
chicken, green leaves, sprouts, lemon water with honey, fruits, ragi java) to

boost body’s immunity levels



Suggestions to student teachers for VLCs

1. The following Time table is a Model Time table. Every Village Leaming Circle
has the freedom to prepare time table on their own as per their convenience.

| Period Il Period Il Period IV Period V Period
Day 9.00 AM -9:30 AM 9:30 -10:00 10:00 - 10:30 10:30 - 11:00 11:00-11:30 AM
Monday | Mathematics |Telugy | Cuz8Word g science | Hindi
Ladder
Tuesday | Phy.Science | English g?y"s‘a &Role | 5ocial Studies | At
Wednesday | Mathematics | Telugu | R0 SO & | gig seience | Hindi
' : PR | 70T ey ) ——— |

Thursday | Phy. Science | English Antyakshari Social Studies | Craft

: Story telling & . : o
Friday Mathematics | Telugu | Ask 2 question ..Bso. Science | Hindi

: Magic squares & . :

Saturday Phy. Science | English Sudoku Puzzles Social Studies | E+ Club

Note :- It is suggested to student teacher that they can start the lessons
with a story or real life situations and they can teach the concepts
by conducting simple experiments.

2. Each student in VLC must teach daily at least one subject depending on his/
her own interest.

3. Every day one or two students should act as leaders to monitor the VLC to
improve leadership qualities individually.

4. Every student has to read the lesson from starting to ending to understand the
concepts and improve reading ability.

5. Every day in the Evening the students have to write the Assignments,
Question and Answers, Project works related to the topic on their own to
improve critical thinking and writing skills.







